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~EDUCATION OF LIBRARY READERS 


One of the most original and interesting 
educational ideas that anti-tuberculosis 
workers have devised in recent years has 
just been perfected by the Anti-Tubercu- 
_ losis League of Kenton Co., whose head- 
quarters are in Covington, Ky. The idea 
is the use of a series of eight attractive 
bookmarks to be placed in the hands of 
the librarians of public libraries, one book- 
mark to be inserted in every book that is 
given out for general circulation. 

Mr. William S. Groom of Covington, the 
energetic volunteer executive secretary of 
the Kenton Co. League, is the originator 
of the idea. In talking over the distribu- 
tion of books through the public libraries 


he learned that 80,000 volumes were cir- 
culated ev year among the 60,000 in- 
habitants of that community, and he 
thought that this was a good opportunity 
to reach a group of people with a most 
necessary educational message. His prob- 
lem was to devise some method: which 
would appeal both to the librarians and 
to the readers of the books, since every 
person who goes to the library is not look- 
ing for education in Guhatenioois. 

As a result of considerable thought on 
his part, he devised a series of bookmarks, 


the text of which has been very cleverly | 


selected so that it will tend to stimulate 
not only the anti-tuberculosis movement 
but the use of books in the library. Once 


he had secured the wording, some of. 


which was taken from standard literature 
on tuberculosis, and some of which was 
entirely original, it was necessary to 
illustrate it in a striking manner within 
the brief compass of space allowed 
on such a device. In this he was ably 


assisted by Mr. Ralph H. Jones of Cin- 
cinnati, to whom credit should be given 
for the cartoon ideas and for the general 
scheme of illustration carried out in the 
bookmarks as shown in the accompany- 


. r. Groom has made arrangements to 
have one of these cards inserted in every 
book that is given out from the Covington 
Library during the next year. Since there 
are eight in the series the tendency of 
most of the readers of the library, par- 
ticularly the children, will be to endeavor 
to collect all of the eight, and the local 
league will do all it can to further the 
normal collecting instinct of the child. 


The National Association for the Study 
and Prevention of Tuberculosis was so 
impressed with Mr. Groom’s idea that, in 
co-operation with him, it has decided to 
make arrangements for the issuance of 
these bookmarks on a large scale. The 
Kenton County League has furnished to 
the National Association the original 
drawings and plates, and estimates have 
been secured from printers on large quan- 
tities. While no definite figures can be 
given until the first set of orders comes 
in, it is estimated that these bookmarks 
can be furnished for approximately 70 to 
80 cents per thousand, or from $5.60 to 
$6.40 per set of eight in thousand lots. The 
cards may be imprinted at a slight additional 
cost with the name of any association at the 
bottom. The exact cost of imprinting will de- 
pend upon the quantity ordered. j 

The Nationa! Association will receive 
orders for these bookmarks in any quan-- 


(Concluded on Page 4, first column.) 
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A NEW FIELD SECRETARY. 
Charles M. DeForest has been engaged by the 
National Association for the Study and Preven- 
tion of Tuberculosis as Field Secretary and Na- 
tional Red Cross Seal Sales Manager. Mr. De- 
Forest comes to the National Association with 


considerable experience in the New York State 


Charities Aid Association and in other ways, and 
with an excellent training in business and social 
methods. Under Mr. DeForest’s leadership, the 
sale of Red Cross Seals in the up-state portion of 
New York in 1914 was increased from 6,800,000 
to over 8,500,000 seals. Mr. DeForest will be 
available for field work in such states as may 
need his services. Requests for this service 
should be sent well in advance to the executive 
office of the National Association. 

Dixon Van Blarcom has resigned as Field Sec- 
retary of the National Association to accept the 
general secretaryship of the San Francisco Asso- 
ciation for the Study and Prevention of Tuber- 
culosis. He may be addressed at 1547 Jackson 
Street, San Francisco, Calif. 


RELIEF . OF TUBERCULOUS FAMILIES. 


Secretary Bureau of Charities, Newark, N. J. ' 


Read Before the North Atlantic Tuberculosis Conference, 


“Philadelphia, Pa., October 16, 1914. 


--Is'there insufficient ‘relief available at present 
for tuberculous families and is the paramount 
‘issue that of increasing this relief to adequate 


proportions?. Are there other questions entering 


in which divide the issue?—the question, for in- 
stance, of adequate supervision and follow-up 
work? Again, how shall this adequate relief be 
obtained? Should it come from. private organi- 
zations or from public bodies (city, county or 
state), or from both sources? Is there a dis- 
tinction to be made—some cases, possibly, being — 
proper subjects for private relief, others for pub- 
lic? Ultimately, should all tuberculosis relief 
come from public sources, because tuberculosis 
is a social disease the burden of which should 
be borne by the State? Again, should Anti- 
Tuberculosis Societies give relief?. If not, should 
they assume the responsibility for organizing the 
relief necessary; or simply report their cases to 
the Charity Organization Society? Is the Charity 
Organization Society in each community solely 
responsible for initiative in providing the relief 
budget necessary for the tuberculous families of 
the community? Just what is the Charity Or- 
ganization Society’s legitimate responsibility? 


Is there a distinction to be made between the 
material relief necessary for the tuberculous pa- 
tient to insure recovery and the relief needed for 
the family made dependent by the illness of the 
tuberculous patient? For instance, in Newark, 
there is a distinct relief problem in providing the 
transportation and equipment necessary to get 
patients into our state institution at Glen Gard- - 
ner. The cost of this work in the aggregate is 
considerable. Frequently, patients are homeless 
men. Such cases offer no appropriate problem 
for a Charity Organization Society, but would 
seem to be the responsibility of the public poor 
department. Occasionally, the patient is from a 
family ordinarily able to take care of itself, but 
not able to afford the extra expense for trans- 
portation and equipment for the state sanatorium. 
These cases imply no social problem in the back- 


ground or need for the peculiar work of the 


Charity Organization Society. 


Finally, is the need of relief the main issue, or 
is it only minor because of more serious prob- 
lems in the family? For instance, where the 
need is bona-fide, but where relief should not be 
continued until conditions have been righted, so 
that the purposes of the relief will be accom- 
plished. A case in point is that of a low grade, 
ignorant family where an advanced case per- 
sists in refusing hospital treatment, frustrating 
the work of the Anti-Tuberculosis and Charity 
Organization Society. It frequently happens that 
the persistence of a patient and the kind-heart- 
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edness of social workers will bring about such a 
situation. I have known Charity Organization 
Societies to be severely criticised for unwilling- 
ness to furnish relief under just these conditions. 


Finally, there is the problem of self-support, 
and the economic integrity of the family at stake 
in the problem of tuberculous relief. 


Taking up the question of the adequacy of 
relief, I am free to confess that, if our com- 
munity is a fair criterion, much is wanting. Re- 
lief in general for needy cases is inadequate. 
While too much is available, in instances, to the 
harm of certain families, the sum total of relief 
is as yet pitiably insufficient for the city. The 
relief required for tuberculous families is in 
excess of that required in other cases, so that 
the amount available for this purpose is still 
more inadequate. 

I believe that the cost of tuberculosis should 
ultimately be borne by public bodies, providing 
this is done in a way to preserve the family in- 
tegrity and, where possible, the principle of self- 
support. It seems to me that the State should 
develop some system of industrial insurance, 
after the German method, which will throw the 
cost of tuberculosis on the community as a 
whole and which will lead the State, from selfish 
motives, to seek out and make an adequate en- 
deavor to eradicate the causes of tuberculosis on 
account of the expense it is bringing upon the 
community. 


In our own city, we are working for a broader 


municipal relief program to include increased 
responsibility on the part of the poor department 
for this work. I do not see, too, why our State 
Institution for incipient tuberculosis should not 
add to its budget for institutional care, the cost 
also of transportation and equipment of patients. 
This would eliminate one of our petty relief 
problems. 


Ought an Anti-Tuberculosis Society enter the 
relief field? Possibly this is not an open ques- 
tion. You have already settled this, and no 
standard Anti-Tuberculosis Society, under what- 
ever temptation, undertakes to provide relief. 1 
take it that this is certainly the right stand. The 
responsibility for relief should be left either to 
Charity Organization Societies, or the cases 
should be reported directly to relief societies, 
or to public officials. I grant there is tempta- 
tion to Anti-Tuberculosis Societies when relief 
is slow in coming and is so frequently inade- 
quate. It is here, however, that there is a field 
for loyal co-operation. Surely, we can recog- 
nize that social work has developed special fields 
requiring specialists, and a worker in one field 
must defer to and accept the findings of a 
worker in another field. The handling of relief 
is a technical question, requiring training and ex- 
perience as definite as that required for tuber- 
culosis work. “~The Anti-Tuberculosis nurse, nat- 
urally absorbed in her own interests, and bene 
upon her own ends, is impatient at anything but 
direct action, doesn’t want to have any other 


issues introduced. If relief is needed, let it be 
given promptly and adequately by the Charity 
Organization Society. If this is not done, the 
Charity Organization Society is a fake or is side- 
stepping. 


I do not think, however, that the Charity Or- 
ganization Society should be made responsible 
for all initiative in providing the relief budget 
for the tuberculous families of the community. 
It seems to me that the Anti-Tuberculosis is 
equally responsible with the Charity Organiza- 
tion Society for a campaign to bring. the city to 
a point of doing its duty in the matter of relief. 


There is a distinct field, however, for the Char- 
ity Organization Society and in this field the 
Anti-Tuberculosis has a right to look to it for 
efficient work. I refer to those cases of legiti- 
mate family need caused by the removal of the 
bread-winner through tuberculosis. Charity Or- 
ganization Societies must improve their financial 
methods and the carrying power of their appeals 
to the point of getting larger funds and these 
funds should be more quickly available. 


What is the function of the Charity Organiza- 
tion Society and what is the special field that it 
fills, which special field should be known and 
recognized by the Anti-Tuberculosis Society? 
The Charity Organization Society deals primarily 
with families, and is concerned_with the problem 
of maintaining their integrity and independence, 
or of rehabilitating those that have become de- 
pendent. It is not primarily a relief society and 
ought not to be held responsible for relief where 
the questions is one of dollars and cents only, 
Its responsibility for organizing charity is met 
by maintaining a central relief registry and social 
service exchange. This prevents duplication of 
relief and insures co-operation in social work. 


The Charity Organization Society does not 
pretend é¢ven to monopolize good case work. 
That is a function of any organization dealing 
with families. It ought to be the basis of all 
good social work. Would it not be a good idea 
for compulsory training in case work to be re- 
quired of all workers before entering Social 
work? It would certainly insure better co- 
operation. 


STOCK LECTURE REVISED. 


The Stock Lecture issued about two years ago 
by the National Association has been completely 
revised and expanded by the substitution of seven 
new slides and the addition of a number of others. 
The lecture now has twenty-seven slides and is 
designed primarily for the use of those who wish 
to give talks on tuberculosis with the least pos- 
sible effort. Anyone who can operate a lantern 
and can speak well, can give this lecture. A copy 
of the lecture itself will be sent on request. The 
set of twenty-seven slides which go with the lec- 
ture, ten of which are hand-colored, costs $7.00 
F. O. B. in New York. 
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EDUCATION OF LIBRARY 
READERS. 
_ (Continued from Page 1.) 
tity and will arrange to have them deliv- 
ered at the earliest possible date. A sam- 
le set of the bookmarks will also be 
urnished on request. 

The bookmarks are in two colors; red 
and black, and they present a much more 
attractive appearance than is shown in the 
accompanying illustrations. The National 
Association plans to print a line at the top 
of the card bearing some such wording 
as the following: “This card is one of a 
series of eight; collect the other seven.” 
Arrangements can also be made for im- 
printing the name of the local association 
at the bottom of the cards, as indicated 
on the accompanying cuts. ‘The cards 
themselves will be approximately 1% 
inches wide by 5% inches long. They will 
be printed on light cardboard. 

As designed, the cards are suitable for 
distribution not only in the libraries, but 


also in the public schools for the use of 
the children as bookmarks in their text 
books, and in almost every place where 
books are used. They can also be used 
without referring to books. It is sug- 
gested, however, that those who order 
these bookmarks order them in series. The 
value of the cards is greatly enhanced in 
this way. 

"The National Association makes no 
profit from the sale of these cards other 
than an amount sufficient to reimburse 
itself for the price of the original plates 
and drawings, and such incidental expenses 
connected with the preparation of the 
cards as may be necessary. An effort will 
be made to get the lowest possible price 
from the printers for the benefit of those 
who wish them. 

It is suggested that instructions with re- 

rd to imprinting accompany any orders 
‘that are sent in. 

The following -suggestions for the use of 
these book-marks are made: | 

1. ‘Confer with local librarian showing him 

a set of the cards and request permission to 
have his clerks place one of these cards in 
every book that is given out. 


2. If the librarian is not cordial to the idea, 
convince him that by advertising this scheme 
— the newspapers and in other ways; 
and also by reasons of the cards themselves, 
you will be able to stimulate more interest in 
the use of the public library. You should show 
him that you are playing his game as well as 
your own. Most towns of twenty-five or thirty 
thousand inhabitants, where there is a good 
public library, distribute from fifty to one hun- 
dred thousand books a year. e€ opportuni- 
ties for education are excellent. 


. 3. The attention of the librarian should also 
be directed to an additional advantage, namely, 
that the use of a bookmark tends to preserve 
the books, since people will not be so apt to 
turn down the pages as they otherwise would. 
It should be pointed out to him that this is not 
an advertising scheme but is for the public 
benefit and is a legitimate function of the 
library. The librarian of Covington, Kentucky, 
where this idea originated, is utilizing these in 
all his books. 

4. You can also use these bookmarks in the 
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schools, furnishing a supply of them to every 
teacher for use in the children’s text books, 
and in other ways. 

. Everything that you can do to stimulate 
the collecting mania of the average child will 
help. It is planned to print at the top of each 
card some such line as this: “This card is 
Number in a series of eight. Collect 
the whole series.” You can stimulate the col- 
lecting idea by getting the thought in the news- 
papers and in other ways. uts similar to 
those used in this articlé can be furnished at 
cost price. 

6. We would not suggest imprinting on the 
back of the cards. We are’ inclined to believe 
that it would spoil the general appearance. The 
name of your association at the bottom would 
be amply sufficient, since there is just enough 
educational material on the card to make it 
“snappy and readable. The cost of imprinti 
the local name at the bottom of the card wi 
probably vary according to the quantity or- 
dered. Prices will be quoted on this as soon _ 
as possible. 

. Do not confine this idea to children. 
Work it among adults in clubs, churches, 
lodges, labor unions, factories, stores and else-: 
where. Almost anyone will distribute these 
attractive cards for you. 


